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“Can a fish become a lion?” (141)

[N 2T TIONPN]

“Can an apple become a pear”? (87)
[710ND NN 79NN

“When you bump into the wall, are you angry at

the wall?” (142)
[779PN DY NOYID NN DN ,PA NOPN NNWYY']

“When you bump into the table, are you angry

at the table?” (87)

Sy NOWMI O NN OND , JNDIVA NOP N NIRWYD 7]
[N

“Do you get naches from the baby?” (142)
[P NNN NN 19 W DRN)

“Do you get nachas from her?...” (88)
273910 NN T v ONXNY]

“step we make to transcend what is” (142)
[ 75y MSYNNY YT DIVIY NIRY TYN 5]

“When you transcend your nature”(88)
[775% ¥V HYN NYYNN NRYI]
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“I get angry and I yell at the baby... I lose my | “An hour or so later, I'm continuing to yell. ... | @y m71Rnnn J9N. 1

oy MY 90N DYIN
01y

temper all the time.” (141) It feels as if yelling is my only weapon.” (66)

N NTARND IIN .PINN DY NPYINY NOYID 2 IN]

[0 52 IINNWUYN | 5ywad m3ownm 1IN AN ININD ANV IN YV .71
“Leave me alone”, she shouted at him, furious.” [795% TN PWIN I MPYN IDIND NWIINN
(137)

(7D, 19y RPN NI, OMIN ANRY!)
“...Shut up! Shut up, shut up!” she screamed, | “I felt like screaming: “Shut up!”. Baruch

something suddenly snapping." (138) Hashem, 1 didn’t..." (76)
/1191 DIN DIND 19N NN DIND ! NON DX DIND’... [ | XY /N TIN2 1NN NN DIND’ : PIYSY S8 19N

[7.NPNINNA NNINND NVNRYI ,NPYN NN [7. DN} )NOVY
“You're not allowed to hit in the three weeks
before Tisha B’Av, an inner voice reminded, yet

my own shrill retort snapped...” (66)

YVN 295 NMINAYN NWYYY TONNA 290D 9ION]
YHY TINNXN NDIWND TN, P3N M09 DIP, aNa
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“The baby’s face looked startled. He was |“l hit him again....A shadow of something | oy m71Rnnn jox. 1
strangely silent for a few moments.” (138) passed over his face - silent surprise...” (60) oy nna :J’:_:m gi’:‘;
IPINT PNV RID . 9NN ORI PINN DY NXIN ] | OPY — 129 DY 99N INWN DY SN ... 2V 12 O] :
[7.MPT 79012 1NN [.yn9M
“She was so tired, so incredibly, achingly tired. | “It’s hard for me to write, ’'m so tired.” (76) maryn om . 2
A heaviness that started at the top of her head...A [.7N9Y N2 NN, 2INDT 5 NYP”'] mnam
strong wave of nausea enveloped her... She had | «p nauseated again this morning... But why
been too nauseated to eat for days now... as she else would I have this tiredness, as if I were
fought down a new wave of nausea...” (137-138) treading water? And why nausea together with
the tiredness?” (80)
NVIIN . 29105 NANID MY, NAMY ND NN KN] MOMY %9 ¥ YITN YAN ...AP12N PN Y v 2w
qOY NPN2ZY PIN 2X .. NYRI DYD MPNNNY ITID | Ly 205 min 2 w170 7 009 1M NN 19 ONO
Y IWON NOW NN ND M1 DD NND 93D ... NN [rMme»Yn
[7.15°n2 DY wTN Y DY NPANY N IUND .91OND
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“I’m so tired, so very tired. I can’t even imagine

“] cannot imagine that it would be on account

having another baby!” (142)

PINTY N1 KD IIN. NOMY T DI, NOMY NI PIN]
(1PN TIY AN

of pregnancy. The baby is just four months old!

It couldn’t be. It could be a virus... But if it’s

not, and if I’'m pregnant...I don’t know how I

can go through it again so
tiredness! It’s as if you’re underwater.” (80)

PINNN . PN MAPYL MY PMTH NDID NY MINY]
919 N1 . NPNY 91D KXY N . DOWTIN YIINX 12 P9
NN .. PIN MIN ONY, XD DY ONX TN ... DY NdRD
201 T2 99 W DT IR NIAYY IWIR TR NYTY RO

[7.0999 NNNN NN IDIND NT I MOMYN

“... constantly tired..." (80)

["... no»y PHn..."]

“and I’m tired. I’m so tired”. (81)

[77.19Y N3 7N .NMY MNINY]

soon....That |

MY MmYYn 3
MY BN 2 0 AN
.90
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“’I can’t be pregnant. I just can’t,” she told

herself. You couldn’t get pregnant while you

were nursing!” (138)

N .1 XD VIV MIN . PIN NPNY NI RY MINY]
[71DPINN Y232 1PIND DIDOND I KD .NNNYD NINN

“I see no way out of being constantly

exhausted... by two pregnancies in such close

succession....I’'m so mad I won’t be able to

nurse Eli for two years, as I expected.” (85)

NNPIN NIWNA .. MYN D NINRKD TIT NI NIPNY]
DN NOW TO DD NONID MN... TI VD OMOMNO
[/ONY Y9 DONIVD YN NN PINY TPYVNND

2znk)

“I was so angry and resentful when I thought I

was pregnant again...” (141)

YNNIV INAVNYI NPV DRI YN T2 95 HNoYI]
[7.31702 v

13

Finding out that I’m pregnant... and now look

at me desperately out of control and

overwhelmed. If I ever regain some of that

ability to be calm...” (86)
PN OMN ININ PYOYY ... 1PN INY INIDNYIY]

NN ONSYY PINN MIN DN YR 19IND NVOOY NTIAN)
[7...n¥N7 NPNY NH1dN

muvn

n wwn., 3

MY BN 2 0 AN

TUNN -90%
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“Dishes were piled high in both the meat and | “... but I was overwhelmed... It makes me 9N O 2 B ANYN
diary sinks. The usually spotless counter was | depressed not to get the housework done.” (80) TYNN -9ON

awash in little crumb-filled puddles of dark brown | X2 >INV XD YD DX ... NOWN NN JIN 7]

and white... There didn’t seem to be any supper [7.7°20 MTIY DX N0 ANOIN

“I dread the prospect of not being able to keep

the house clean.”(85)
5Y INYD MHIN NHY MIYINNDND NN NINK MIN[

in the works, either.” (139)

91793 P21 57WaN P2 P M MDY PN MN8N
N9Q PP DY NN O P MDA D TIW WA L 39NN [rpaman
ND D) ...)29) NND OIN HY DNV DY NNVP NPMOVYI

[7.13512 29y NNIN YWY NN 7PN
“She would call her mother and get into bed and | “I decided that I’d either go on a vacation right

rest... She would come and hold the baby and | now or else climb into bed and let my husband

keep him quiet.” (138) [Yaacov] take over.” (93)

N ... NN NV DIOM NOY NNRD WPNN NNV | DNORY IN PYIY NYAIND NINY INY YNOINN ']
[7.0PWa TPV PINN AN PXTHND NN [7.0)y1N DY VONYND [APY] YDYIA NN NVIND
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“I’'m not such a good mother I get angry and I | “I have to accustom myself to the ambiguity my 9N O 2 B ANYN
yell at the baby. My own little baby! I love him so
much, and yet today I yelled so loud, I frightened
him! How could I do that?....”(141) I’ll never know how I’'m doing.” (77)

MV PANND YN D9PY D 5NN D N 1N I INY
TR YTIN XD OYY ,0M0N 12102 : NV XN NPND

struggle to be a good mother: in a certain sense, TUNRHn 90N

Sy NPYINY POYID OIN. IO YD NIV NNN KD IIN]

TN T2 92 1M NIANIX NN OV JOPN PN . PINNN [7. 7TNON 2N

TN PR MR ONINT, 1P T3 73 2 NpYy OV “But I do have a heart. I want to do right by my

[.7...70Y DN WYY | children. I want to bring them up with kindness,
justice and vision. Then what a cruel twist of
fate that I should treat them sometimes so
roughly, crudely, and hit them so hard.” (63-64)

IOV DTN DY NI MWYY NN MIN .Y D ¥ HINY]
TNO DX .PIN PTY,TONI OMNX DTHD NN N
,NPYPA DNOON NONONN PIRY HN) DY YW IIn
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“....She had everything a woman could want, | “I kept imagining what these women were thinking: TUNN -90N

hadn’t She? How She’d Draved for a husband‘ You should be haDDV! You should be thanking G-d,

not waving vour puny fists at him!.. You don’t

prayed for children? And now G-d was probably

know a blessing when you see one....” (84)

looking down on her and thinking: Ungrateful
) ) 29 MIAVIN I5N DXVINY NN YNNYD PINTY NOUNNY]
wretch! How you spit on your gifts!”(139)

NDY,7772PN0 MTIND NN NN INNNY NPND 198 NN
DY N NYTY XD DX . .0 ANOONN PTY NN 990D
NIPN NYRY NN DD NN NY 7D OMN WIY 172APNY] [7...NY NN NI AIRWYI 1572
PYOY 1DXTD NHOANN ,0¥a5 NODANN NN IND NN | “T doubt that many other religious women would be

TON : 2VIN POY NVND DDNON ANV 23D N7IAPN | as ungrateful and self-centered as 1.” (85)
[ PDNNN DY NP AR PR 1N2IVY NIV NN | 7210 NN T2 95 PN NPNT DXWI NAINY PO NN
[7.53105 PNy MM
“Dearest G-d. I was scared to get married and You
still let me get married. Please, I don’t want to get

pregnant but please let me have children.”(84)
LNINCRUIND YD NN ANT D92Y XWIND ONTNY . 9P DMINY]
[.7D5719> NT9Y %0 1N KIN TR PINY DIONY NN NY DN
“...The worst thing, I realized, is my guilt for
being an ingrate. YOU SHOULD BE HAPPY'!
A vicious witch screams at me in silence. YOU
TERRIBLE WOMAN WHO DOESN’T
APPRECIATE G-D’S GIFTS!..”(258)

Corinaldi & Co- Law Firm, Intellectual Property Dep. 9 PIP NPONN LT I TIVN =M YTORPNP
MMM



"Sotah" "Growing With My Children" VININN

129 21¥) - B8 MNIT 991 PHYN 1929V NIY - NPn
“G-d will punish me...” (139) “I was scared that by speaking openly and | mywaey n wwn. 3
“I'm so afraid G-d will punish me.” (141) complaining, ‘I was _inviting Dunlshmenjc..: Ly990Y on* 2 0 amwn
feared (and still do) that my lack of appreciation TUND -0
could, G-d forbid, bring deformity or ill health | wssys 1 7annwy wwnn
in the child.” (84) AN

NSNSV N NIATN NINY N YT Y YW >N TNV
P, STIN WY Arapny] | 2PV 20N DN ATINY (1Y N MYYN . LY MmN

[7.7922 NONN IN DD NOANY ,NDONY DN VY
[ OMIN WY N7APNY NTMO T2 99 NN
“This morning I was holding the baby...and I
remembered how throughout the pregnancy I
was frightened that I would be punished for not
having wanted this child. Yet she is normal. She
is perfectly fine. I opened the Artscroll Tehillim
book and noticed a commentary...concerning
David’s fifth psalm. Malbim contrasts David’s
attitude with that of the heathen. The idol
worshiper visits his temple only when gripped
by fear, lest he be punished by the wrath of his
deity....Not so with Hashem, the Living G-d.
David enters His Temple out of love and
yearning for G-d’s kindness. He witnesses only
endless love in every facet of Creation and so
he happily draws close to the Creator. Then, as
he enters into G-d’s Presence he is seized with
trembling. Not with fear of punishment or
harm, but with awe before G-d’s Presence”
(229)
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“She was filled with guilt and remorse.” (139) “’Yes, it is difficult.” Miriam [Levi, the MINT ON% B2ANYN

[7.70IM DYUN NNIDNN NN”] | parenting teacher] was saying... ‘There is

DYUN MY)HI : 019°0Y
absolutely no reason to feel guilty’”)85)

VNIND N0 DI PR TN ...NININ DN, NYP N ,)D7]
[".NWUN
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A virus, she told herself, giving herself hope. | “I’m nauseated again this morning. It could be | = 7 934970 20 . 4
Y NINIDINNIY 109N
aNnn

Mrs. Kornbluth upstairs had it. The grocery lady | the stomach virus that’s going around... It

had it. It was going around... I can’t be pregnant. | could be a virus. One of the women in the

I just can’t... It was a virus that’s all..." (137-138) | neighborhood told me that she and her children

had it. I do think it must be that I have the
230 . TYTY NNNYI NN, NNRSYD NN NN, O] | virus...” (80)

NN ... 22INON NV . 7PN NDNI NWND 7PN VIYDNP | oy nPnY WY 1t . MNP 09 ¥ 1Y AN "]
0177 N .1212> XD VIVO N PINANVAY NI NI | pAaN . DI N PAY YWY DY ... INONY O MdYNn

799N 0% [ 5N ... 7199 1Y AW 99 A RR ANOW I DOWIN
(709250 ¥ NINIIN HOOYW NIV NAVIN

“...A stomach virus. Please, G-d, just a stomach
virus.” (139)

["D»YN DY PI,N7APN NN .O»YN OYM..."]

“...She picked up the phone and dialed the clinic. | “I’ll have the test done... It’s one thirty. [ went | ;9542 5929 ¥ 20N .5
9N DPETA - IIN
YUND, OO N 9pa
She would have the results by the afternoon.” | the answer at three. I can call for it.”” (80) 19019 NINSIND

(138) 1=k ) =1

She would go in and take a pregnancy test at nine. | to_get the test done, and they’re going to have

DION NN . NINIIND NIAOVI NAOVN NNX NPIIN NON] | NPITAY dXNION . ONM NNX YWY ... NPYTAD TON]
TY MIRIND NN DIAPN NN .YYUNA 1PN NPIT NIAYM | DXDND NDID 2N . WIDWI NIWNN DR ONY MM
[7.©"9N8N [792p>
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“’It was shlili.’
‘Shlili ?° he said almost stupidly.
‘Negative. That is, I’'m not.”’(140)

NPV VYN VPN RN 72507 . 5w P N Y]
[.7NY MINY NININ NNT IDOUr

MXHNNY ND DANTH DINN NP DY NNPVA

DY'NN NN M N PRY NININ NI . NPIAPN

NN YOV, 19 NP DININ INY .20 NYPIN MIaY3
Ritank!

“’The results are positive.’

‘What does that mean?’

She repeated herself. I didn’t understand those

Hebrew words.

‘WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?’

‘Oh, I am sorry, it means that yes.’

‘YES? YES WHAT?’

[3

Yes, that you are pregnant.’”(80)

Sy NN NON 7 TIDIN DY DN L APAPN NINSIND]
Y NN 1PV PR DIMNN NN SMIIAN KD . NNSY
I 1D 1107 YOV ANIN DT, DNYDD, INY 7 TIIN

[.7y9n2 NN )07

MINSIN AT 2OM . 6
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. the last [workshop] of the series, was | g8y AWYAn VM . 7
0DI5UN MYHIIN M"VIa

“She tried to imagine her mother and father

having this conversation and felt her cheeks burn | devoted to my fear of being pregnant... I was

with shame... She’d be mortified if she knew any | self - conscious talking about being pregnant in
daughter of hers had such feelings or expressing | front of everyone. I’d never talked about being

2

them...” (141) pregnant while in the first three months...
NINTD NYWA MIANY MON DR POT MNON NN T | (84)

NN NN ... YN MW 1 1NY DX DY I
IN NI MUAT NWN A2W NINY AYT 19 IOV | you) myuuny nuTmin nAToa ANANKA ( AyTon)7]
[ BMNNANOD | 5305 1972 57 PA HY 22T >PW»IANA ... PN
NV PINA NN DY ONIAT KD O . 1D

[.7...©"VUNIN DOVTINN

N2¥ DYIN DY DINMYN S¥2M NWURN | DYID WP INDY 2770 DY XYONND TONN MW | by nesy A 200 . 8§
NNNOWN 7995 NMION NNV XINN | 2999 DY N NN MIN

712) MO¥INI MNNVYY PR JY 281 MNON .X | 11)IWONY Y¥329 ) 01950

NPYINA R AN PPIN

“I lose my temper all the time”. “’My anger, Rav Simcha, I lose my temper with
“All the time?”.... (141) my children and my husband.’
‘Often?’

[7792301 553010 55 MNNWYN NN NTIND AN | ] nodded.” (87)

DYT2ON DY MNNVY NTANN NN ,NNNY 291,70 DYIN]

[75UNT NN ONYIYI 2P DITPYDY .15YAN O
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29N | “I want to change this about myself” (87) MIVONY I¥an) 01950
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“Is that your nature?” (141) “It is your nature.” (87)

[777y20 NN”’] [7.7y20 Nv”']

IPNNVHY D91 NOW 9MIN N OND ,NYav Nt ON .9

“If it is, won’t I be able to change?” (141) “My nature?... You mean | won’t be able to

change?” (87)

[72MInYnd Y9N ND DN )0 ON] [717NNYND Y9IN NOY 90IN NN ONN ... 1YAVY]

NNV 1Y NINN PIN NN NT YAV 3 NNYYY NN A NY*AP .»

“Can_a fish become a lion?... You’ll have this | “Can an apple become a pear?... You will have

nature until you die.” (141) this nature until you die.” (87)

[7oMNPNY TY TYA0 7T DY L PIRD XT IOMNY] | [7OMNNY TY TY1A0 0 DY L T0IRD MaN TI9NN]
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“G-d gave you this nature so that you should | “Your Creator gave you this nature so that you | $9WONY Yyany 0r199n
-IPYIND 1T NN PPN
TUnn

constantly work to overcome it. If you were | would always have to work to overcome it... If

always perfect, always feeling correctly, acting | you were always strong and perfect, you would

piously, you might feel like the creator of | feel you are the creator of your own talent. It is

yourself, your own boss. It’s weakness that | only your weakness that brings you to an
reminds us of G-d, that makes us cry out to him in | awareness of your Creator. It is your need that

need.” (142) causes you to cry to Him.” (87)

YTAYN TONNY NN DY N YAV IO POYN N7APHT] [ PHNY NI DY NI YAV IO PIvn oY NI ]
VNI THN, NNV TN NMON OX . PDY 12DNNY | DPIN NON THN ON ... POY 1DNNY TIAYY 708N
NINIDIND NIYIHNIN NN, MIIINI IHNIND LN DIND | P . THIVI DY NISPN NIRY YNNI NN ,NNOVIN
N IUNIND . THNY DY DN, TANY DY NIS PN | CIRMA DY DYTIND TN INANY NN TOW nYIND
POX PWIY 1D DINY, DPIORD NN 1D NPV [7. 99N PIWY IO DN TOV NISNN N

[7. I8N

PRANHYN SYn 3

“When you bump into the wall are you angry at | “When you bump into the table are you angry at
the wall?" (142) the table?”” (87)

[719PPN Yy NOYID NN OXN VP2 NOPIM NIRYI”] [ DY NOYI D N X OND , N2WA NOP M NRWI 7]
[N
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No you can’t get angry at the wall. Or the baby. | “No. you don’t get angry at the table. So when | ygYy4 oY NN MO

Or me. We’re just messengers. G-d’s sending you | someone hurts you... or your little one does not | MIYAN) o¥any 01N
o =PPYINI 1T DTN PPN
the message, reminding you of your weakness | obey you, shall you lash out? No. That human TUNN

and also comforting you, telling you that you | being is for you only the messenger. ‘My dear

have the strength to overcome it, to go beyond | daughter’, your Creator is saying, ‘you have

your nature.” (142) forgotten Me’...He also gives you the strength

to_restrain _your temper, to_go beyond your

nature.” (88)

IN.PNNN DY IN PPN DY DWIY N1 RO NN, NIV | YN INWHYI IX . JNDIVWN DY NOMD XD NN, NXD']
T2 99307 ,701 T2 N2V N7APN .OXNMOY PI IR ODY | DOYON DR, T2 NNMNN NN TOY NMIVPN IN ... 72
MON NN IO VY IO 901, TMIX DN 0N TNYOIN | IIN,NIPON PN .ADY P NI WX 12 TNIY .NXD

775w Y205 72yN OTPNND ,NT DY 1NND | 1O MON DX TY P2IYN NIN .OMNX NNOY |, TR
[.77¥205 72y DTPNNY ,TOYD NN
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Doesn’t G-d have more important things on his mind | “I was skeptical that G-d would pay that much
than me and my temper?” (142) attention. Doesn’t He have more important things
on His mind?”(88)
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“Do _you get naches from the baby? ... G-d is

“Do vou get nachas from her?... Your Creator

also a father and mother. He’s our creator. He

is _a father. He also wants nachas from His

takes pleasure in us, in every tiny step we make to

transcend what is base and shameful in our

natures.” (142)
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children.” (88)
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“In the moment that you hold yourself back

from lashing out, G-d takes that gr-r-r-eatest

pleasure in you.” (88)
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“When you transcend your nature, you give

your Creator much joy, and you shall be the

happiest person in the world.” (88)
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“I lose my temper” (141)

“I lose my temper” (87)

“stomach virus” (139)

“stomach virus” (80)

“gave you this nature* (142)

“gave you this nature” (87)

“work to overcome it” (142)

“work to overcome it” (87)

“to go beyond your nature” (142)

“to go beyond your nature” (88)

“...have more important things on His mind?”

(142)

“...have more important things on His
mind?”’(88)

“won’t [ be able to change* (141)

“I won’t be able to change?” (87)

”You’ll have this nature until you die”. (141)

“... You will have this nature until you
die” (87)
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“She looked at Joan with frank astonishment that
bordered on horror. ‘Never, never in my life,” she
said with quiet but intense passion, ‘have I seen a
family where the older children did not help the

b

little ones! ... Never, never have I ....".... ‘Never

“’Rachel’, she said, ‘I have never in all my life

seen a child yell at her mother.” My heart

fluttered. ‘Never have I seen such a thing. A
child yelling at her mother? And especially a

mother like this-’ she gestured to me. ‘So nice

have I dreamt of such a thing as a CHILD WHO

TREATED A MOTHER WITH DISRESPECT!

and her hair covered, and modest, the long

skirt! And she does so much work for you!’

And such a mother! So kind. so nice, so generous,
who does so much for her children....” She shook

her head, distraught..” (347-348)

Sonia shook her head as if amazed.” (341)

“’Sarah,” she began... ‘but I cannot stand to see

NPIOYN NN NIPAN NINMYN
NN XD ODY NY NININY
YN DYON MNNY  0M1Y
725 90 N A 2 O
NN NN N 9D 5 NI
N0

children yelling like this, and being
disrespectful to their mother. I have never in my
life seen such a thing.’” (341)
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“’But in my home, nobody ever raised his voice. I | “’In our house, there was a high quality of life; | namy Y v nvpran . 1
never heard my parents raise their voice to us or | nobody ever raised his voice. We used to fight TVNN - Man

to each other. In a religious home. the children | among ourselves only for who would have the | n9praa naswn n NANHYH
say softly ‘Mother, please’ or ‘Thank you, | privilege of washing dishes for our mother. | 98 NY¥ H%22Y NN DOV
Mother’. We were ashamed not to help our | That is the way we lived. I never heard my | X*D.)9%p NR ©299 KJ NN

parents. We fought only over who could do | parents raise their voices to us or to each other. ?;;;n :;: :” ’;V';N; ?;?;’;
299 . . . . ¢ ’
more.”” (348) In a religious family, the children say ‘Momm 3993 TR XY 9N D9 >N

please’ and ‘Mommy, thank you’...’”. (341) 0195 1PN ANSWNA . 3N
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“Joan’s mind swam. She was at the same time
both grateful and bitterly offended. I do do an
awful lot for those kids, she thought, pleased at
the recognition. But on the other hand., she

“The moment froze...And there am I, my self
shrinking into a tennis ball, a tight little ball
sucking itself speedily backwards into the
distance. To get away from this. I felt a little

couldn’t very well ignore the implication that her
kids had been poorly brought up. badly educated

She felt herself careening wildly between

thinking: She’s absolutely right! To How dare

she!”(348)

“Joan felt herself shrinking, as if the hard
substance her ego were being sucked out of her,
leaving behind a thin, fragile shell.” (348)

dizzy. This cannot be happening. What’s
happening? What’s the big deal?...Hey! It’s all
| for the best, take it the right way, it’s not
serious, just one of life’s little corrective
shocks. Don’t worry: either she’s wrong or else
this is the truth, and if this is the truth, the truth
is always for the best. Things will ultimately be
better because of this criticism, it will make me
more aware...Then I veered in the other

direction: How dare she say this in front of the
children!”(341-342)

“She’s right! Look around! Open your eyes...
The home I’ve made is a failure, Yaacov and I
are so far off the track, our children are missing

out on a genuinely peaceful home life” (343)
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“You don’t understand Americans, Dina,” she
defended herself weakly. ‘American mothers are not
in the business of producing perfectly behaved little
angels... You sound like you were raised in a pressure
cooker and you’re too repressed to even realize it...””

“...You were probably raised in a straight
jacket, but you’re too repressed to even realize

it... You don’t understand Americans; we don’t
make it our business to produce perfectly

behaved angels...” (343)
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“Dina took a hesitant step towards her. “You feel | “Sonia was looking at me in alarm. ‘Oh, dear, | N*N .NN79 VPN NINYN
bad...angry. I'm sorry. I didn’t mean. My | Sarah!’ she began slowly. ‘Please excuse me! I | -7¥30 NP>O¥ AY 7N PN
English. It is not so ... very good. I hope you | hope you understand! 1 hope I have not... 1?;‘;? 5 N:g,v m ”z\’;
understand. I hope I did not... Perhaps you did | Perhaps you did not understand me...””. (343) nan " ”“m:‘m
not understand.’”’(349)

NPrOYNN NIVN 4

“’Oh, I understand all right.””’(349) “’No, I understand you very well...I understand | PN 30 >D 12D AP VY NN
you . Sonia, I understand fine.’”(343) Mnyn 03y

NOW MP A NN . 5
POV NI

“’I hope I have not hurt you.’” (349) “’I hope I have not hurt you.”” (343)

YANY , Apronn. 6
S9N 9937 10 A)
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“Joan summoned up all her anger, preparing to go | “I was going to shake my head no, I was going
on the offensive again, to tell this employee not to | to summon up some line of defense. I was
presume to think... to tell her where to get off, | going to tell her where she was mistaken...but
when all of a sudden, without warning, her eyes | instead I just chose the path of least resistance.
overflowed with big salty tears that gushed down | The words fell from me like flat slips of
her cheeks.” (349) cardboard. ‘You did hurt me.” Then my eyes
brimmed with tears and spilled over, big wet
drops down my face.” (344)

“The words affected Dina like a blow. She | “My knees felt wobbly.” (342)

seemed to totter and lose her equilibrium.” ( 349)
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“’I’ve_never _made anyone cry before. I mean

aside from family. I’ve never made a stranger cry.
I feel awful,” Joan said.” (349)

“’Oh dear!” Now Sonia was really alarmed....
‘Please forgive me — to make someone cry like
this, I have never done this in my life!’

“You’ve never made anyone cry in you life?’ |
asked...

‘My mother, my sister, but never someone who
is not close. I am a stranger to you.’” (344)

ANNRD NN KD ODIYN NN
NI RO 19”NT - MY
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“’] ask for forgiveness.’” (349)

“’Forgive me! Please! Do you forgive me?’...
‘l_cannot wait for Yom Kippur to get your

forgiveness, Sarah. I ask you again to please
forgive me.”” (344)

Yo Apsoynn . 9
NINYY

“’1 forgive you, Dina.’ I forgive you because you

“’] forgive you’.

haven’t done anything wrong. The kids treat each
other like dirt and have precious little respect for

me or their father. A lot of it is my fault. [ was too
busy. too tired, too full of psychology textbooks,

“Truly?’

‘Yes’. Because she is right. 1 thought, from the
pit where my soul at that moment lay, under
fallen debris. My children have not been

sufficiently educated to be respectful towards

to educate them when they were little, and now I
let them get away with murder because it’s the
path of least resistance.” (350)

their parents and towards each other. I am

unaware, I am too permissive. They don’t have
in me _a good role mode This voung woman’s
only sin is that she said the truth. ”(344)
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I’ve given up hope that I can change anything.”
(350)

“It’s my fault. I can’t let them get away with
this anymore. But it’s _too late to change

SMYN AYNIMY , ONN
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Corinaldi & Co- Law Firm, Intellectual Property Dep. 6

PRI NPYNN T IINY TIVN ~MY) YTINDNP

RAInMR




| things. "(345) 281N

Corinaldi & Co- Law Firm, Intellectual Property Dep. 7 PIP NPONN LT I TIVN =M YTORPNP
MMM



7Sotah”

109 53 - D98 MY 19 PNYN

»Growing With My Children”

929V NIV = Npn

VININN

oxn - Ann . 10
NYPAN NN N NINMYN
ONX NPXOYNN NN NOD

1019 1Y ) N

“You wouldn’t be so smart if you had any

children of your own!’, Joan sobbed. (349)

“At the first opportunity, I brought up my
‘example’...if I tell them that somebody said
my children are badly behaved and my house is
messy, then they’ll think it’s really so.... ‘How

many children does she have?” asked one

woman. ‘No, she doesn’t have children yet,” 1
replied, anticipating the laughter and ‘Oh!’s and

‘So’s which this elicited.” (346)

NN v ysan. 11
by NPPOYNN YEN NaYY
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1993

“Joan, I will work for you. I will do a good job
for you.’

’Do you feel up to it?” Joan said doubtfully.

‘I am ready.”” (pg 350)

“What right have I to judge anyone else after

what [’ve done?” (pg. 349)

“T will begin and I will finish,” Dina said firmly. ‘I
will do everything.’

Joan felt herself smile, touched by Dina’s desire to
prove her worth. ‘I don’t want a corpse smelling of

“...Sonia wanted to work for free now for a few
hours, as atonement. “I am your prisoner, now,
because of what [ have done,” she proclaimed
cheerfully. But whatever little flame of
indignance 1 harbored toward her had been
snuffed out by other sentiments. Her sincerity
sufficed to appease me; I didn’t need her

2

slavery.” (pg. 345)
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“’Don’t want cornflakes....” ‘But honey, you always | “’I want to cut the cake myself!’ declared Dinah....
eat cornflakes.” ‘But I don’t want cornflakes.” ‘But | No,” implored Danny. Desperate. ‘I want Mommy
I’ve already poured them for you. ...” ‘I want Frosted | to do it!” ‘I want to do it!” A mighty chorus now. ‘I

Flakes.” ‘Well, why don’t you just have a doughnut, | want the pink frosting! I want the blue frosting! I
then Suzy,” Joan sighed. ‘A chocolate doughnut?’ the | want that part there! No, that’s my piece! Mommy!
child interrogated. ‘No, a sugar doughnut.” ‘I only like | I’'m getting the whole head! No you’re not! I want
chocolate doughnuts....”” (pg. 346) the stomach! NO! NO! She doesn’t know how! Tell
her, Daddy. She’ll give herself the big piece! Don’t
let her! It’s not fair! It’s not fair!””

3

“[Joan was] embarrassingly aware of how it looked | ZL stole a glance at Sonia. but she seemed to be.
and sounded because of a stranger’s presence. | taking it well. She’s getting the hang of it, I thought
Actually, Dina did seem a bit surprised. Her eyes were | hopefully and smiled at her conspiratorially, as if to
wide and confused as she surveyed the family goings- | say, Right? Now you understand that all this is
on. But aside from that, she didn’t seem unduly upset. | normal?”

Joan had no way of guessing that behind Dina’s | “But after the party dwindled down and Dinah was
uncomprehending stare lay a shock as profound as any | carefully secreting away the single leftover slice

the young woman had ever experienced.” (pg. 346) into the freezer, Sonia approached her quietly with a
solemn face. ‘Dinah, I must tell you that I have

never in my life been at a birthday party where the
children fought over the birthday cake.”” (pg. 350)

“Rachel and Dinah were in the kitchen talking

“’Shut up, brat,”” Steven told her. ‘Mommy! _ . .
p Y something over when their conversation suddenly

Steven called me a bad name! He said, “shut up,’ flared up with some disagreement..... Sonia

too.” *‘Beam up,,” Steven told her, his eyes still appeared at their side, her face stern and surprised.
fixed on the set.” (pg. 346) ‘Rachel,” she said with hushed solemnity, ‘you do

Corinaldi & Co- Law Firm, Intellectual Property Dep. 9 PIP NPONN LT I TIVN =M YTORPNP
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not need to raise your voice.” Then she went back to
what she’d been doing in the living room.” (pg.
340)
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“’Steven, don’t watch that,” she told him abruptly.
‘Go do something’. ‘Sh...ugar!” he screamed,

bounding up the stairs.” (357)

“’Dinah. Danny So what shall we do? What
would you do if your children said bad words?’
‘I’d put sugar on their tongues!” Dinah grinned.
This reminded me that someone at the

workshop once related how she and her

girlfriends used to say ‘Sugar!’ instead of the

word they would have preferred”’(290)

[3

floors had never looked this good. A surge of

‘The house was sparkling, immaculate. The |

9990 NMa widwh .13
10 1Y DPNIa

“The afternoon went quite well, I thought, and [

was excited at the idea of having help like this

hope went through her [Joan].” (357)

every afternoon...the whole household would

get more organized.” (341)
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“She [Joan] took a deep breath. ‘Honey, you just
don’t understand our culture, and I can’t have you
impose your own very different standards on the
children.”” (371)

“’Dinah, I really can’t have you going around
disciplining my children like this. Please mind
your own business,’ she said harshly.” (357)

“All that yelling, all that abuse, from everyone, all

“For goodness sakes, doesn’t she
understand....? Just wait till you have children
(may you have ten in five years.) You must
come from some kind of a spotless Sephardic
household, you have a whole different standard.
Don’t impose it on me...”(342)

“l could not afford her, I decided, neither
emotionally nor financially...much less recover

from her off-and-on approval and disapproval.”
(362)
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morning!...And for a maid, for goodness’ sake...
And on top of it all, to get a lecture from her!”
(349)
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“Joan swallowed hard. Dina’s calmness. Her calm
assumption that she knew something Joan knew
nothing about (and had managed to live quite
nicely without, thank you very much!) made Joan
want to scream. It was ridiculous. She was the

“It’s ridiculous that this girl should get to me

like this! brush it off!” (342)

“This time I told [Sonia] that such a remark is
uncalled-for, that she has no idea how badly it

:NPYOYIN NVYNN . 16
Y P N Y9N
nYan X Y nproynn
oy 1PMnn Y nyan
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maid, simply the maid! ....But somehow, | affects a mother to be told something like that. I NN
somehow...What was it? Pity, a strange | don’t want Sonia in my house anymore....But
mothering instinct, or just simple curiosity, kept | still, I find that I don’t wish to part with her
[Joan] from throwing in the towel?...” (382) entirely. Something tells me that if [ run away
from her, I’'ll never figure this out.” (352)
“...It had to be dealt with...”(383)
“So I have decided not to run away from this
potential critic, and figure I’'ll end up the
stronger for it...”” (348)
“*Well, you’re very welcome,” Joan replied, | “’I have to pick up Eli from gan now. You want | ;gYon%a non . 17
oddly touched by the words. They walked | to come?” Sonia gathered up her things and we | nproynm  nINY
through the hot summer streets...”(371) walked out into the sunny, cool autumn day....” | 9899 41 9 MY»LVN
(358) MHNNIYN)

Corinaldi & Co- Law Firm, Intellectual Property Dep. 11

PRI NPYNN T IINY TIVN ~MY) YTINDNP

RAInMR




”Sotah” 7Growing With My Children” VINONN

)29 29¥) -~ D95 NYIIT 999 PHYN 1929V NIV -~ NpNn

“?... HaShem gives us the yetzer hara. It’s | =;909y N *»0ay . 18
meant to be that each one of us should have to | AnYY AR NIYN NINYA
struggle in order to transcend the selfishness.” | npyounn mM1yd onda
We walked along.

‘Yes. This I can understand,” said Sonia.
‘Be’ezrat Hashem, with my own children, yes,
perhaps I will be able to teach them to share and
yet that they are not horrible for not wanting to.
It is difficult for everyone.’” (359)

“I made coffee and we sat down at the kitchen
table....

Sonia said...‘And though it is hard for me to
see your kids say no to you, and fight with each
“She [Joan] allows her children to behave with | other, I would rather be around you and them,
terrible disrespect....Then how can it be, Dina | for you are respectful to me, and your children
thought, truly confused, that she [Joan] is also one | are always respectful and kind to me....I
of the kindest, nicest people I’ve ever met.” (366) | decided I would want my children to be like
yours because you can see in them their flames:
your children fight with each other but they also
kiss.” (363)
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They convinced me that it’s all right to be angry,

to be confused, to doubt, to fail. They taught me

that there is real compassion, real forgiveness, in
the world...” (480)

13

I found out that to be like Him, to be holy,

doesn’t mean we all have to be the same...” (480)

33

It means listening to your mind and heart, not

shutting out the voices that question, that seek
answers.... | have a right to my own answers....to

help me go my own way toward G-d again.” (480)

“Yet, Joan also had to admit....Perhaps, just perhaps,
there might be a kernel there, something she could
learn from.” (384)

“It 1s normal (ves, Sonia, it is) for children to
vell, squabble, fight, complain, be fearful, balk
at_orders, refuse to cooperate, not want to

share...It is normal that they should manifest
infinite varieties of human negativity....The
normal difficulties are normal...”(386)

“That’s something else 1 can learn from this.
The personality and background G-d gave
Sonia from Italy is not what He gave me: there
is an inscrutable divine justice. I’ve been
bequeathed a certain character, certain
circumstances and challenges, which were not
intended to be identical to those which were
given her. I can trust my fate.” (347)

“I can look into myself for the answers. I can
listen to other people’s advice or criticism, but
in the final analysis, the correct way for me to
apply Torah principles must be according to the
grain of my own personality.” (362)

:NPOM NN .19
nYIDN 90 ,059900 NYAa
APIOYNN 1D , 1900 10 19
P2 DAN MY NN )
TP MPIoN I 1 N

MY DAY MAIYN

MNRYYIN 901N MYIIN
01 OIRN YV Wwav HY
v 2'nm ) oHav
Yy DINN NN YaAPY OYPn
1IN MYIIN 9N

. N

MNY B9 BYYO NY .
oA

mMYpPnN MINYY Mavnn .)
09917 NaA Y My

moapnwh P -
S5U  INPYIN  -IN%9
DIND

Corinaldi & Co- Law Firm, Intellectual Property Dep.

13

PRI NPYNN T IINY TIVN ~MY) YTINDNP

RAInMR




»Sotah” »Growing With My Children” VINONN
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“Never, never in my life” (347) “I have never in all my life” (341)

“Never have I dreamt of such a thing as a CHILD | “and being disrespectful to their mother. I have
WHO TREATED A MOTHER WITH | never in my life seen such a thing.” (341)
DISRESPECT” (348)

“And such a mother... so nice... who does so | “And especially a mother like this- ... So nice,
much for her children” (348) ... And she does so much work for you”(341)
“But in my home, nobody ever raised his voice” | “In our house... nobody ever raised his voice”
(348) (341

“I never heard my parents raise their voice to us | “I never heard my parents raise their voices to
or to each other.” (348) us or to each other.” (341)

“In a religious home, the children say softly | “In a religious family, the children say
‘Mother, please’ or ‘Thank you, Mother’.”(348) ‘Mommy, please’ and ‘Mommy, thank

you.”(341)

“How dare she!” (348) “How dare she say this.”’(342)

“She’s absolutely right!” (348) “She’s right”(343)

“and you’re too repressed to even realize it” (348) | “but you’re too repressed to even realize
it”’(343)

“You don’t understand Americans,...American | “You don’t understand Americans; we don’t
mothers are not in the business of producing | make it our business to produce perfectly

perfectly behaved little angels.... “ (348) behaved angels”(343)
“I hope you understand.” (349) “I hope you understand”(343)
“I hope I did not” (349) ‘I hope I have not”(343)
“Perhaps you did not understand’”. (349) “Perhaps you did not understand me....””(343)
“I understand”(349) “I understand”(343)
“I ask for forgiveness” (349) “get your forgiveness, Sarah. I ask you
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again”(344)

’I forgive you’ (350)

’[ forgive you’(344)

7Sotah”
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“I can’t have you impose your own very different
standards” (371)

“you have a whole different standard. Don’t
impose it on me...”(342)

TUNRN - NP9 Mpnyn

“for goodness’ sake...” (371)

“For goodness sakes” (342)

“It was ridiculous” (384)

“It’s ridiculous” (342)

“after what I’ve done” (349)

“because of what I have done” (345)

“felt herself shrinking, as if the hard substance her
ego were being sucked out of her, leaving behind
a thin, fragile shell” (348)

“shrinking into a tennis ball, a tight little ball
sucking itself speedily backwards into the
distance” (341)
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“frank astonishment”(347) “as if amazed”(341)

“We fought only over who could do more.”(348) | “We used to fight among ourselves only for
who would have the privilege of washing
dishes”(341)

“You sound like you were raised in a pressure | “You were probably raised in a straight

cooker” (348) jacket”(343)
“I’ve given up hope that I can change anything.” | “But it’s too late to change things. ”(345)
(350)
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